METASTATIC SMALL CELL CARCINOMA OF THE URINARY BLADDER TREATED WITH SYSTEMIC CHEMOTHERAPY INCLUDING AN AMRUBICIN; A CASE REPORT.
We report a 59-year-old male patient with metastatic small cell carcinoma of the bladder treated with systemic chemotherapy including an amrubicin. The patient was referred to our hospital complaining of macrohematuria. A cytoscopy revealed a non-papillary, broad-based tumor extending from the right to the posterior wall of the bladder. A computed tomography showed bilateral hydronephrosis caused by the bladder tumor and multiple metastases to the para-aortic and common iliac lymph nodes. The histopathological findings following a transurethral resection of the bladder tumor revealed a T2N3M1, LYM, stage IV small cell carcinoma. We administered two courses of systemic chemotherapy consisting of cisplatin (CDDP) plus an etoposide (VP-16), a first-line treatment usually administered to patients with small cell carcinoma of the lung. We then administered second-line chemotherapy consisting of CDDP plus an irinotecan. When the first and second-line therapies failed to halt progression of the disease, we decided to use amrubicin as the third-line therapy concomitant with radiotherapy for local control. Although the NSE (neuron-specific enolase) value decreased, the patient died 11 months after the initial examination. To our knowledge, this is the first case in which small cell carcinoma of the bladder was treated with amrubicin.